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vast webs of modern geological theory have been
finely spun.

It would be easy to show that the formation of
the strata respectively, was accomplished in a
rapid manner, and not by a long slow process
requiring millions of years more or less for the
successive depositions and hardening of the pri-
mary, secondary, and tertiary groups. The per-
fect skeletons of their fauna and the delicate
structure of their flora never could have been pre-
served in a single specimen, but by just such
quiet eruptions of mineral mud, and such sudden
liberation of gas noxious to animal life as I have
indicated. These would fix millions of animals in
each stratum permanently in such natural posi-
tions as those in which they are now found, by a
quick process not otherwise possible.

It would be easy to show that the great coal
formation, unlike all others, must have been the
work of the Noachian Deluge sweeping the entire
flora of the antediluvian world into vast basins
around strong trees by which it was entangled
and matted, and sinking down in masses was
evenly carbonized from bottom to top. All this
can be shown to have been possible and in con-
formity with the laws of nature. No necessity,
therefore, grows out of geological fact for the
construction of a theory compelling us to the be-
lief that the earth was formed either in a gaseous
state, or in one of fiery fusion, or that the body
of the earth is a vast liquid fiery ocean whose
billows of molten rock are perpetually rolling a
few miles beneath our feet. There is no necessity